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| tory, - whom I pity more, 
than the man who made 
this reply not becauſe his days 
were ſhort, —— but chat they were 


long enough to have crouded into 


. ſo much evil as we find. 
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Let us accompany him from the 


jirſt treacherous hour of a--mother's 
ambition; in conſequence of which, 
he is driven forth from his country, 
and the protection of his houſe, to 
ſeek protection and an eſtabliſhment 
io'the houſe of Laban. his kinſmen. 
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that thouſands have been betrayed 'by 
the very virrues which ſhould have 
rent, there can be no error on the ſide 
of affeQion;—bur we forget, when... 
Nature pleads for one, ſhe pleads for 
every. child alik-—— and, . W hy 18: 
I mad ——What will it do then, o 1 
S tender and ingenuous heart, which feels 2 
| itſelf neglected, co full of reve- . 
rence for the author of i its wrongs to 
| complain ? — ſee, it fies down 2 5 
filetice, robbed by diſc leouragements, 
of ill its baturaſ powers to pleiſe,.— 
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dom, which the miſeries of bis own 
family might have taught him: ſurely 
5 his eyes had ſeen ſorrous ſufficient on 
_ that ſcore, to have taken warning: 
Aud yet we 
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weight upon it's ſpirits, which it't 
ketle ſtock of fortitude is not able to 
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nd to bis 6s Jokph, which no way 
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partialit) to that child 
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fan: Jfael-loved Joſeph more ban all bis, 
children 3 becauſe he.wogs: the ſon of bis 
old, age, and be made bim a coat of many 
colours ——O Iſrael! Where was that 
prophetick ſpitit which darted itſelf 
dato future times, and told each tribe. 
what was to be its fate? Where 
was it fled; that it could not aid thee: 
to look ſo little a way forwards, as to 
bebold bi that of many colrurs, ſtained 
With blood? Why were the tender 
emotions of a parent's anguiſh bid 
from thy eyes? — and, Why is every 
thing but that it pleaſes heaven 
to give us no more light i in our way, 
than will leave virtue in poſſeſſion of 
it's eee. | 3 
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loved.—— Ard it came to paſs in abe | 
morning, bebold it u Leah | and be 
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haſt dane unte me? Did I nat ſerve thee 
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the moral of it is ſtill good; and the 
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ſo long as art and artifice are ſo buſy 
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them turn? They were miſtaken 
in the perſon.” Some diſguiſe either 
of body or mind is ſeen through in 
the firſt domeſtick ſcuffle ſome 
fair ornament perhaps the very 
one which won the heart. —1be or- fel 
4 nanient of a meek and quiet ſpirit, falls 
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— - have ſerved. by haſt thou ie 1 
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fair veapons will not do,. better 
not conquer at all, than conquer for 
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| 1 over, and we awake in the morn- 
ing. it matters little whether tis Ra- 
chael or Leah, —be the object what 
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-Pvor untortutiate — Has the 
ist as if tt cauſes vf unguilli in the 
heart were ut en- but he muſt 
fill up tim meaſurt, wich thoſe of eas! 
price; and not only Walk in a: ws 

ſhadow, but . himſelf in 

vain „ od or be 24+ or” 
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We are a kellleß ſet of being; and. 
as we are likely to continue fo to the 

| end of the world. the beſt we can 
| Jo in it, is to make the ſame uſe of. 
. this part of our character, which wiſe. 
men do of other bad propenlities- 1 
when they find they cannot conquer 92 5 1 
them, ——they endeavour, at leaſt, to 


divert them into good channels. 
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Anil be 4s ae ju rs 
. the prophets, neither will 


es 


they be perſuaded, tho” one ſhould riſe 
from the dead, tha 


E words are the concluſion 
of the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus; the deſign of 'which 
was to ſhew us the neceſſity of con- 
dufting ourſelves, by ſuch lights as 
Gon had been pleaſed to give us: the 
ſenſe and meaning of the patriarch's 
nal determination in the text being 
Doe D 2 thi 


4 


* 


36 8 ERM ON vm. 


, this, That they who will not be per- 
ſuaded to anſwer the great purpoſes of 
_ their being, upon ſuch arguments as 
are offered to them in ſcripture,” will 
never be perſuaded to it by any other 
means, how extraordinary ſoever, — 
they hear not Maſes and the prophets, nei- 
ther will they be perſuaded, theagh one 
| Annick few te od IR 1 


e 


purpoſe? What could ſuch a meſſen⸗ 
1 5 —— apes hed the 

thawowlyier erquipe af fact: «: vide 
might awaken the attention of- a cu- 
rious untbinking people, who ſpent 
their tiene in nothing vile, but to hear 
3 things but ere the 
1 e 
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der would ſtart up in its roam, and 
then ehe man right return to the 
dead from wheice' be came; and not 
a foul make one enquity about him. 
MF STS 202 woe HT 2221503 Hr 
hz, I fear, ould be the 
concluſion of the affair. But to bring 
this matter ſtill cloſer to ua, let us 
imagine, if there is vbthing unworthy 
in it, that Gon in compliance with a 
curious world, or from better 
motive, in compaſſion to 2 ſiaſul 
e Gon "than har eee 1 
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ſerved) That he; was come a meſſen- 
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_ framing ſuch un addreſs, as I imagine, 
would: be moſt likely to gain our at- 
tention, and conciliate the heart to 
what, be had to ſay.: the great chan: | * 
nel to it, is Intereſt, and there he _ 


ten. der 1 270 . W 
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-- He roight- ell us, (after: Sc 
Andiſputable credentials of whom be br 


ger from the great Gob of Heaven, 
with reiterated --propoſals, . whereby 
much was to be granted us on his fide, 
-——and ſomething to be parted with 
eee nen A ai alarm us, 


or children, or brethren, or ſiſters, 
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which we had to forfake ; no one 
rational pleaſure to be given up 


no natural endearment to be torn 
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We had nothing to part with but 


| What was not for our intereſts to keep, 
and that was our Vices; which 


brought death and miſery to our doors. =. 


| lle vould go on; and prove it by 


a thouſand arguments, that to be tem- 
perate and chaſte, and juſt and peace- 
able, and charitable and kind to one 


another. was only doing that for 


Custer fake, which was moſt-for, 
out oum; and that were we in a eq 


pacity of capitulating with Gon upon 


D 4 | what 
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what terms cad ſubmit to his 


| government, —— he would convince 


bs, 'twould be impoſlible for the wit 


| of man, to frame any propoſals more 


for our preſent intereſts, than 40 lead 
an uncorrupted life to do the thing 


- which-ir lawful and righs, and lay ſock 
_ reftraints upon our appetites as are for 


eee eee 
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| When this poiox was ante; . 
and the alarms from Intereſt got over, 


engaging ideas of the perfections of 
Gop,——or could he do more, than 
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ſeilf to the other paſſions, in doing 
chis, he could but give us the moſt 
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majeſty and power dhe wight r. re- 
mind us, that we are crearures bur of 
4 day, haſtening to the place from 
whence we' ſhall nor return that 
during our ſtay, we ſtood accou ntable 
w 2 Being, who tho' rich in mer- 
| — — get was tertible in his judg- 

ments Fer FF an he took notice of all 
our actions Achat he was about 
our paths, and about' ofr beds, 0d 
ſpied out all our ways; "and was 0 
pure in his nature, that he would pu- 
niſh even the wicked imaginations of 
the heart, and had appointed a day, 


wherein he would enter into this en- 
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But what? with all the eloquence 
of an inſpired. tongue, | What could he 


add or ſay to us, Which has not been 


fid. before ? the experiment has been 


tried a thouſand times upon the hopes 
and fears, the reaſons and paſſions of 


men, by all the powers of nature, — 
the application of which have been 0 
| great, and the, variety of addreſſes ſo 

unanſuerable, that there is. not. a 
greater paradox | in the world, chan 
_ that ſo good a religion ſhould be no 


oog . e 1 


"The, at in, mankind. are not. mY 
ways in a humour to be, convinced, — 
and ſo long as the pre: engagement 
with our paſſions ſubſiſts, it is not ar- 
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neſs ;- we may amuſe ourſelves with 
the ceremony of the operation, but 
ve reaſon not with the proper faculty; 
when we ſee every thing in the ſhape 
and colouring, in which the treachery 
of the ſenſes paint it: and indeed, 
were we only to look into the world; 
and obſerve how inclinable men are to 
defend evil, as well as to commit it. 
one would think, at firſt fight, 
they believed, that all diſcourſes of re- 
ligion and virtue were. mere matters 
of ſpeculation, for men to entertain 
ſome idle hours with; and conclude 
very naturally, that we ſeemed to be | 
agreed in no one thing, but ſpeaking 
well—and acting ill. But the trueſt 
comment is in che text,—1f they bear 
not «ok and the prophets, Ee. 2 ; 
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I they are not brought over to the 
Intereſts of religion upon ſuch diſeo- 
verſes as Gop” has made or has 
enabled them to make, they will ſtand 
out againft all evidence: in vain 
Wall one riſe for their conviction i 
n the earth to give up her dead 
*twould be the ſame z—every man 
would return again to his courfey and 
ce ſame bad paſſions would produce 


the fame ba eon ens n: 
ee To n ee det 


This is the air tein of the 
parable 3 but 1 muſt enlarge upon the 
| whole of it——becauſe it has ſore 
other uſeful leflbns, and they will beft 


ä | 
: i oy, 3 1 | . 4 | Þ 


1 
1 


In Rog which ; is one of che 
| moſt. remarkable in the goſpel, our 
Savious repreſents a ſoene, in which, 
by a kind of contraſt, two of the 
moſt oppoſite conditions that could be 
brought together from human life, are 
paſs'd before our imaginations. 


The one, a man exalted above the 
level of mankind, to the higheſt pin- 
nacle of proſperity, to riches 
to happineſs. I ſay, happineſs, —— 
in compliance with the world, and on: 
a ſuppoſition, that the poſſeſſion of 


very purſuit of them ſo warms our 


imaginations, that we ſtake both body 
yere things not to be purchaſed at too 
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| dee ares; eee e 
wiſdom, ——as. well as of folly, —- 
| Whatever was the caſe here, is beyond 
che purport of the parable - the | 
feripture is ſilent, and ſo ſhould we; 
it marks only his outward condition, 
by the common appendages of it, in 


oy the two great articles of Vanity and 


« Appetite :——to gratify the one, he 
| was cloathed in purple and fine linen: 
do ſatisfy the other, —fared ſumptu- 
dull every day: and upon every 
thing too we'll ſuppoſe, that cli- 
mates could furniſn that luxury 
ooauld invent, or the en 
ee Maat f * ft 
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to have placed. there, to cure the pride 
of man, and ſhew him to what wret- 
chedneſs his condition might be 
brought: a creature in all the ſhip- 
wreck of nature,. helpleſs, un . 
done, —in want of friends, in want 
of health, and in want of every 
thing with them which his mnt 20. 
called for. 1 | 


In this ſtate he i is deſcribed as defir-. 
ing to be fed with the crumbs which; 
fell from the rich man's table; and 
tho? the caſe is not expreſsly put, that 
he was refuſed, yet as the contrary is 
not affirmed in the hiſtorical part of. 
the parable, or pleaded after by 
the other, that he ſhewed mercy to the 
Aren BE | 8 queſt 
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high lifted up in it, chat they cannot 
Jook down diſtinaly enough. upon | 
the ſuffering of their fellow , 
mob courſe of uad and good 
cheer, they forget there is ſuch a di · 
how ani as ee in "on atalogye 
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man hould cat be, bread. of fuloeſs, . 
and ſo many of his own;, Rock . and 
lineage eat the bread of ſorrow . 
That this man ſhould go clad in pur- 
ple, and, have all, his paths ſtrewed 
with roſe · buds of. delight,. whilſt. 1a 
many mournfol paſſengers 29. heayily 1 >, IP 
along, a and paſs. by, his .gates, hang: ox 
iog down their heads? Is. it for thy _ 
Glory, O Gop! that ſo large.2 ſhade "2 
of miſery ſhould. be ſpread. acroſs thy 4 
works or, Is i it that. We ſee but a Fo 4 
part of tbem? When the great chain 
a length is let down, and all that: has 
held the two worlds in harmony. i 
ſeen; hen the dawn of that day 
approaches, in which all the diſtreſß - 
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to de ſuche an not only to have ju 
tified his dding this, but, in general, 


to have requited it without any imput 


tation of doing wrong z for differences 


of tations there muſt he io the world, 


which, muſt be. ſupported by ſuch 
marks of diſtinction as cuſtom im: 
poſes. The exceeding great plenty 
and magnificence, in which Solomon 


z deſeribed to have lived,” who had | 


ten fat ren, and twenty oxen /our of 
he, paſtures,” and a hundred ſheep, 
beides hats, and rocbucks, atid fal- 
oy deer, and fatted fo. with thirty 


meaſures of firie flower, and three ſcore 


*meaſures of meal, {for ſche daily pro- 

' "vition of his table; all this is not 

laid to him as a ſin, but rather re- 
N inſtance of Gop's bleſſ- 
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lutz to him; and whenever theſe 
tungs are otherwiſe,” tis from a walls 
ful and diſhoneſt perverſion of them 
to pernieious ends, and oft times; 
to ele very oppoſite ones for When 
they were granted, to glad the 
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10 And. this. ſeems, to have been the 
ſaare the rich man bad fallen into 
and poſſibly, had he fared lefs ſump- 
 kvoully,——he, might haye had more 
09] hours. for reflection, and been be-. 
ter diſpaſed to have, conceived an idea \ il 
of FI and. o haye, felt, com N . | 
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„Thus bagging. in Vein, for himſelf, 
be is repreſentedd at laſt as interevediug 
for. his brethren, that Lazarus might 
Dünn chews! 10:gjna them aeg. 
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ial! the prophets, - was: the anſmer of 
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apt — our fiults, and treach- 
| erouſly to conceal them from us Au 
they hourly ne to dur tempta- 
| ee eee ; 
pent of them: nay, hat is ſtrange, do 
they not often tempt men even to covet·- 
ouſneſs and tho amidſt all the in 
offices which riches do us, one would 
- laſt ſuſpect this vice, but rather think 
the one a cure for. the other; yet ſo it 
is, that many a man contract. his | 
| Jpirits, upon the enlargement of his 
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againſt this: we or all to be haſten- 
308 to the oppoſite extreme of luxury 
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ind application of riches; we may be 
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is well be known from an appeal. to 
your own beam, and the inſeription 
you ſhall read there. as from any = 
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the fleck. Let us then for 
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have proof of, from what he may per- 
ciive ſpringing up within him from 
ſome caſual act of generoſity; and 
tho! this is a pleaſure. which properly | 
belongs to the good, yet let him try 
| the experiment let him comfort | 
| The, captive, or cover, * naked with 
2 garment, and he wi 11, feel. what i us 
maeeant by that moral delight ariſing in 
the mind from the conſcience 8. A bu- 
mane ation, .- 1 | 
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ment of it, requires ſome qualifica-. 
tion in the facult yz - much as the 

enjoyment of any other good does: 
there muſt be ſomething aptecedent in 


the diſpoſition and temper which will 


tender that good, —a good tw that 


individual ; otherwiſe, tho“ tis the. 


it. may. be poſſeſſed, ——yet. it, never 
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— gear a maſter of nature 
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Principal characters, no-deoke che lan- 
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deen made of the ſtory. bs Kitt re 
er ci et e [Þr nts eK — 
r vill ſearer admit of en, 
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of many in the heathen world; and 


bat che natural tendency of ſuch, no- 


tions to corrupt them, it had been 
ſufficient reaſon. to believe: it was ſo... 
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* amendment in the chriſtian world, 
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tze purity: of our religion, and the 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


8. the following Sermon upon 
: Abuſes of Conſcience, has al- 
ready appeared in the body of a mo: 
ral work, more read than underſtood, 
the Editor begs pardon of thoſe who 
have purchaſed it in that ſhape, and 
in this alſo, for being made to pay 
twice actually for the ſame thing. 


The caſe is common: but it 
was judged that ' fome might better 
RNMzke it, and others better underſtand 
it juſt as it was preached, than with 
the breaks and interruptions given to 
the ſenſe and argument as m ſtands 
there offered to the world. 


It was an Aſſize Sermon, mh 


| iy the Cuthedral Church at York, and 
wrote 


ol being, read. by: mange 
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wrote by the ſame hand with the others 
in th{&)fourſevldinay an zi they arc 
probably the laſt (except the ſweep- 
Ings of the Aythor's, ſtudy after his 


1 death) thar will be publiſhed, it was 
thought fit to add i it to the collection, | 
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has within itſelf of this and che judy | 
ment, either of  approbation or cen- 
furs, which it unavoidably miabes up. 
on the ſucceſſive actions of our lives,” 
t plain, vou will ſay, from the 
very ders of che propoſition. whene, 
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n6' doubt but the tee + right 
and wrong i ſo truly imprefs'd upon 
the ann of man; that, dic nb ſoch 
| thing ever happen, as that the con 
fs ſcience of a man, by. long babies er | 
| lp, might (as the Scripture all ures de, 
It may) inſenlibly become bard; and, ; 
like ſome. tender parts of bis body, by 
much ele, and continual hard uſ? uſage, 
loſe, by degrees, that nice fe enſe nd 


| perception wih . Gop and na- 
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loxe gauld ever: hang the, leaſt bias. 
upon the judgment: vor that che little 
intereſts below could riſe up and pers 
plex the faculties of our upper regions, 


and encompaſs them about with. clouds 
and chick derkneſß; . could no ſuch 
thing as favour and affectiog enter this 
ſacred court r.-—did Wir diſdain a9. 
take a bribe; in it, or was aſhamed to 
| they, its face. as an Advocate, for An, 
_upwarranzable enjoyment: Tor, laſtly, . 
were we aflured that Irn £sT ſtood 
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Finz; and, unleſs in melancholy and 
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whatever Hens l gait; the Conſcirnce 


muſt acrüſe; und, if i: does not. that 
man is therefore innbeent Tft 
is not fact: ſo0 that the common | 
cbaſplation which ſome good chriſtian 
er other is hourly adminiſtring to 


himfelf,=—ZThar he chanks Gow, bis 


mind does not miſgive him; and that, 

conſequently, he has a good Con- 
ſcience; becauſe he has a quiet one 
As current-as the inference” is, and'as 
| Infalſible" as the rule appears ar” firſt 


| fight; yet, when you Took” nearer "to 2 


it, ind try the truth of this rule upon 
pfain fits,” you find it liable tö ſo 
much error, from à falſe application 
of it: — the principle on which it goes 
if often” perverted :=rhe” whole forte 


ef ivloſt, and ſometimes T&-vilely cut 
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tronbleſome fe: ke em tive no 
reſt night's day froth its repröaches. 
' {38002364183 Framing hu 
e ? Conſcience had ſomething 
ele to do all this time thin break in 
upon him: % EMab teptoached the 
god Baal, this dumeſtic Cod, was ei- 
ther talking,” or "purſuing, or was n 
4 jtirnty, or, peradventire, he fept 
and could Hot be' awoke.” Perhaps he 
was gone out in company, with Ho“ 
von, to fight a duel; to pay off 
ſome debt at play; or dirty an- 
nuity the bargain" of his loſt. Per- 
Haps, Conſcience all this time was el. 
Siged at home, talking aloud again | 
petty larceny, and exectting” vehge* 
ales üpon ſorne ſuch puny crirnes 28 
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kis natüre. View his whole Hf; 
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true intent of all laws, Plain deating, | 
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 expericiice of a y0uth. Lor dhe un- 
ſuſpecting temper of his friend, who 
| would nabe truſted kim! icke ltd life. 
Wien old age comes om, and Ncpen- 
, tacos calls bim to look back upof this 
3 black a account, add ſtate it over gain 
8 Vith is Conſeience | — Conſcience 
| looks! ind the Stargtts 4 Large, 
+ finds perbiaps no h l broken by | 
7 hor" he ths "dos yet 
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fuge. —tſhall break thro? all this ce- 
remony of low chicane; ſcorns the 
. dovbeful workings of ſecret plots and 
cautious trains to bring about his pur- 
| Poe. ee the bare · facd villain 
6 bos, he cheats, lyes, petjures, robs, 
* _ Murders, —— horrid! But indeed 

_ much better was not to be expected 
4 0 this caſe. The poor man was 
1 in the dark lis prieſt had got 
; the, keeping of hit -Conſcience—and = 
ill he had, ler; him know of it Vas, 55 
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 thys..gre@herous. 40-JLfelf- above all 

thing5»>7—thow baſt avilfully ſet open 
this wide gate of deceir bee be. 

| face of this 


apt, Gon ktiows;«to-go eee 4 


ſolf and :confidendy :fpeak peaco 
wo his ſoul, when there is u peace. 
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| which. 'Elhave- drawn but of life me. 
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of them, or thinks it impoſſibie fr 
man to be ſueh a bubble to himſelf, 
I I muſt refer him a moment to his re- 
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ttuſt the appeal with his-own heart, 
55 Let him conſider in hom different ai; 
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